PLANS   FOR   THE   FUTURE
This statement of policy, the first which H.M. Government
had enunciated for 'Iraq since the Armistice, was received in
Baghdad with the order for the plebiscite on November 30th.
After declaring that the final status of the Arab provinces would
be settled at the Peace Conference, the statement did little more
than reiterate the policy of the Anglo-French Declaration,
although, in conclusion, it stated that H.M. Government had
no intention of relinquishing control or of abandoning their
friends. It also betrayed their indecision by stating: cln the
meantime our attention is being given to the question of the
best form of Government to set up.'1
In authorizing the plebiscite, H.M. Government said in the
same telegram:
We are anxious in particular that you should render us an
authoritative statement of the view held by the local popula-
tion in the various areas affected on the following specific
point.
 (1)	Do they favour a single Arab State under British
tutelage stretching from the northern boundary of the Mosul
Wilayet to the Persian Gulf?
 (2)	In this event, do they consider that a titular Arab
head should be placed over this new State?
 (3)	In that case, whom would they prefer as head?
In our opinion it is of great importance to get a genuine
expression of local opinion on these points, and one of such
a kind that could be announced to the world as the unbiassed
pronouncement of the population of Mesopotamia.
On the same day that the authorization was received, the
Acting Civil Commissioner sent his orders to the Political
Officers throughout the country. His instructions, which cited
the salient points of the above telegram and of related
correspondence, stated:
In connection with the first point, you should ascertain
whether the inhabitants of your area wish to form a part of an
1 Telegram, S/S for India to Political, Baghdad, November a8th, 1918.
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